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GOOGLE AWARDS $75,000 GRANT TO SUPPORT STEM 

INVESTMENTS IN PITTSBURGH OBAMA ACADEMY 

 
PITTSBURGH, PA (June 6, 2017) - Today, Google.org announced a $75,000 grant to support 

Pittsburgh Public Schools Barack Obama Academy of International Studies school through the 
school's Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA).  The $75,000 grant award to the Obama 
Academy PTSA will enhance the science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) student 
supports at Pittsburgh Obama, including technology for an interactive classroom, digital science 
lab equipment and a maker studio. 
 
“We are delighted to support the students and families of Pittsburgh Obama Academy through 
this grant,” said Liz Schwab, Head of Google External Affairs for Pennsylvania.  “Google is 
committed to making impactful investments in the cities we call home, and we are excited to 
partner with the Obama Academy PTSA, Pittsburgh Public Schools and the community to 
develop creative new educational tools and opportunities to support students.” 
 
“We are grateful to Google for this very generous donation that will provide students access to 
modern, high-tech equipment and increase opportunities for students to engage in their 
learning,” said Superintendent Anthony Hamlet Ed.D. “This is a prime example of how the 
business community can partner with schools to ensure PPS students are equipped with the 
21st Century skills necessary to succeed in college, career and life.” 

 
“When parents are passionate about diligent and consistent support of their school, and the 
Administration is open and willing, it’s a winning combination for our students.  The Obama 
PTSA is a strategic and focused ball of energy, that I hope remains contagious,” said Dr. Wayne 
Walters, Principal and Assistant Superintendent, Pittsburgh Obama Academy. 
 
Said Pittsburgh Obama Academy PTSA leader Ashish Badjatia, "We are so thankful to Google 
for their commitment to supporting our students, our school and our community.  These 
important resources will enable Pittsburgh Obama students to access modern STEM-related 
activities." 
 
"It is critical that our students have access to the tools and resources that will enable them to 
learn and grow and become the next generation of leaders for our community," said PA 
Representative Ed Gainey.  "I thank Google, our Pittsburgh Obama Academy PTSA volunteers, 
and everyone at Pittsburgh Public Schools for their commitment to investing in the schools right 
here in our neighborhood." 
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"I would like to congratulate Pittsburgh Obama Academy on being awarded this grant from 
Google to create a maker space, technology upgrades and for new science equipment.  This 
investment in our kids will provide a significant opportunity for them to prepare for their futures 
and the community will only benefit from these new resources at Obama Academy," said 
Pittsburgh City Councilman Reverend Ricky Burgess. 
 
The Obama Academy PTSA will utilize parents and volunteers over the course of the 2017 
summer out of school time to purchase the equipment, outfit the new space and implement their 
vision for this investment in the school.  The new maker space, tech classroom and science lab 
are expected to be ready for the start of the 2017-18 school year in the fall of 2017. 
 
About Pittsburgh Obama 6-12 

Pittsburgh Obama 6-12 is an International Baccalaureate World School located in Pittsburgh's 

East Liberty neighborhood. The International Baccalaureate Program is recognized worldwide 

for the rigorous education it provides. All 11th and 12th grade students at the Obama Academy 

are enrolled in IB Diploma Program classes, which are college level classes taught over a two-

year span. Obama Academy students have the option to sit for oral and written examinations in 

each of the Diploma Program classes they take to obtain college credit. Students who score 

well on examinations in 6 core areas, document a significant number of hours of extracurricular 

activities, and write additional papers, can earn an IB Diploma.  

About Google 

Founded in 1998, Google Inc. is a global technology company that designs and offers various 

products and services. Google Pittsburgh sits in a renovated Nabisco factory in Bakery Square 

and has been a proud member of the local community for over ten years. Employees work on 

products like AdWords, Cloud Platform, Search and Shopping, as well as on core machine 

learning, engineering infrastructure and tools. In 2016, Google helped provide $6.3 billion of 

economic activity in Pennsylvania and gave a $150,000 grant to The Kingsley Association to 

fund a free community WiFi network that will help bridge the digital divide in the Larimer 

neighborhood. Google Pittsburgh has worked with a number of other community partners over 

the years including Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Pittsburgh, the Neighborhood Learning 

Alliance, University of Pittsburgh and more. 

#       #       # 


